DERMATOLOGIC WHAT TO EXPECT
ON YOUR MOHS SURGERY DAY

CHECKING IN

* Arrive at your scheduled appointment time and check in with the front desk

e After check-in you will be seated in the Mohs lounge

e A staff hostess will enter you in the Mohs queue with a unique identifier, usually your cell phone number
¢ Once in queue, you will be able to see on the monitor where you are in line for your procedure stage

e If applicable, you will be notified by text regarding procedure status updates such as “Dr. Tull is now reading

your slides”
PROCEDURE PROCESS DISCHARGE
* When it is your turn, a staff member will take you from the lounge e When you are discharged, we
to a procedure room where we will check your vitals, review will give you detailed wound care
pertinent medical history, and have you sign your consents. instructions and some bandaging

supplies. We will make a follow up
appointment to evaluate how well
you are healing and remove stitches
if any were placed.

e Depending on where you are in line and the complexity of the
patients ahead of you, it may take up to 30-45 minutes before it
is your turn. Feel free to run to the bathroom, watch TV, surf the
internet, or continue to enjoy a snack or beverage while you wait
for Dr. Tull and her assistants.

e \When it is your turn, Dr. Tull and her team will come in and mark
and verify the spot to be treated. We will have you initial to confirm
that we have looked at the spot together. This is called a “time
out” and is universally done with all procedures to prevent wrong
site surgery.

e After we have marked, verified, and measured the spot, we will
numb it with the same type of local anesthesia used with your
biopsy.

e Dr. Tull will then scrape the surface to peel away the cancer cells.
She will then take a layer of skin under and around this area to take
to the lab for processing.

e \When Dr. Tull goes to the lab, you will be bandaged and placed
back in queue to wait while your slides are being made and for
Dr. Tull to read them.

e Once Dr. Tull has read your slides, you will be notified if there is
residual cancer and need to have another layer taken, if you are
clear and need to get discharged, or if you are clear and need to
be placed in queue for a repair.

e Each time you return for another stage or repair, your local
numbing will be “boosted” or “topped off.” Each numbing
typically lasts 2-3 hours so you will often not feel this.

® You will have multiple periods of down time throughout your Mohs
surgery day to run errands or grab a bite to eat. We will be able to
contact you via text of where you are in queue and when your turn
is coming up should you decide to go out.
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